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coted out oF tic ordnary Courfe of Procedure. But, May it pleafe your Excellency, as pofiibly_the 'Rights‘ and
Privi'ages of this Houfe may have been called in Quettion, and the Rights, Liberties, and Privileges of the
P.n-'e mav poifioly have been infringed without the leaft Shadow of an Intent or Defign to do either, we
mut hembly Leg Leave here, with Freedom and Candour, to lay open our Sentiments to your Excellency
on e Qccanon,

e are very clearly convinced of your Excellency’s Defire and Endeavours to promote the Welfare and
ilappiners of the good Peopie committed to your Care, as far as you can, confiftent with the Powers given
vau; and it creates in us the deepeft Concern, that notwithftanding your Excellency’s Wifhes and Intentions, -
7 1iudable, A houid be dore, which muft, at leaft in their Confequences, have very contrary Effedts;
and we are ot a 1ol to what Caafe to impute it, unlefs to the ill Advice and Council of fome Perfons, who
have the Honro.r to be nearelt vour Excellency, together with the Mifinformations and Mifconftructions of
the Condudt of this Houte, impofed upon your Exccllency by others, whofe too clofe Attachment to their
wrivare Inserefs, creates in them too flight a-Regard for the public Welfare.

Ard, Mayv e piease vour Exceilency, it may be proper to remark, that Mr. Rawlings was not called to ap-
p2ir before this Houfe in his private Character, that is, merely as one of the good People of this Province,
w0 we hope never will be profecuted out of the ordinary Courfe of Procedure ; but in his public Charatter,
a5 a2 Peron intruited with a Share of the Power of éxecuting the Laws in Being, for their good Order and
Government ; he was not called upon in"Confequence of the Complaint of any private Perfon?”in order to
give fuch Perfon Damages for any Wrong Mr. Rawlings might have done him in his private Capacity, but
upen the Reprefentation of one of the Members of this Houfe, in order that his Condud, in his public
Chraracter, might undergo a parliamentary Enquiry ; and either his Innocence be made manifeft, or all bad
ESeéts, which might flow from his Abufe of Power in his public Station, for the future, prevented, by his
M icorduét being laid before your Excellency: And that Mr. Rawlings, infuch his public Charater, ftood
Usfre this Houte in the ordinarv and conttitutional Caufe of Procedure, we flatter ourfelves we fhall be fo
happy as to fatisfy your Excellency. _

T'hat the fupreme executive Power of the Government of this Province, is at prefent placed in the Hands
of vour Fxcellency, we with Pleafure acknowledge, and that by the Rules of our Conttitution of Govern-
n.ore. it is in tae lupreme Magiftrate to branch out and fubordinate that Power into a great Number of, Ofh-
¢+ 2nd Trust, fuppoted to be erected for the good Order and Benefit of the Community : But at the fame
T ine we muit humbly obferve, that for the Condult of every Individual, invefted with fuch fubordinate
Power by the Supreme, he is in fome Degree accountable to the Public, as he has the fole Power to
appoint, and asthe Practice has been here) at Pleafure to remove them. This being truly the Cafe, both
here and in our Mother-Country (fave that their Officers are not removeable at Pleafure) and the Supreme
\lagifirate being too often environed with Perfons, whofe Interefts with, and Influence over him, depends
upon their ftanding as Bars between him and all true Information, our Anceftors found it abfolutely neceffary
to contend for, intitt upon, and even in the worft of Times practife it as their undoubted inherent Rjght
fand from which ro Confiderations could make them depart) by their Reprefentatives in Parliament, friely
to enquire into the public Conduct and Behaviour of all thofe who fhould be intrufted with any Share of
that executive Power of Government, which they had, for the Good of the Whole, by original Compadt,

i into" the Hands of One; and whenever Abufes of it were difcovered, to have them punithed; thafe
in the Supreme by irficting fuch Pains and Penalties on his Minifters, who were fuppofed to be his Advifers,
2.4 i whom he was fuppofed to alt_ for by our Conftitution he was always fuppafed not to do Wrong) as
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were thought adeguate to the OFences, and removing them for ever from his Councils; and thofe in t}\le In-

P

teriar, by trulv reprefenting their Mifconduct to the Supreme, and requefting him to have them dealt with,

for their Ofrces, according to Law, and deprived of all Opportunity of longer exerciﬁn§ a Power to the

refedice, which was put into their Hands for the Benefit, of the People, who had originally put themfelves
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¢ your Excellency, in Confequence of this inherent indifputable Right, which we can-
.+ uo. and are Refolved not even to wave, that we troubled your Excellency with a Re-

Condedt of Mr Ra=c/ings, as a Juftice of the Peace for Frederick County, which, fram
Conmizment, before mentioned, and from the Spirit of Revenge with which he appear-
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¢! clearlv o w . by the Tefimony of difintercfted Witnefles, to be actuated through the Whole, we thought
~ iov v blamest e, 1o deferve the mild Treatment he received from this Houfe, and did hope in Return to

cur Addrere on thar Suhiect, to have had the Pleafure of your Excellency’s Approbation of our Condutt,
- - . . . Y ~ .

S5 R.uwigs’s Removal from his Truft, or at leaft of your Excellency’s Caution to

him
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